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Introduction

Lebanon’s 2018 parliamentary campaigns and the new government's ministerial
statement feature pledges to revive the economy, improve citizens’ livelihoods,
and combat corruption. However, Lebanon remains subject to high levels of
corruption,® deteriorating infrastructure,? and a sluggish economy that according
to multiple expert opinions is nearing crisis.® This policy brief seeks to offer
a clearer and more focused perspective of these concerns and examines how
they vary across socioeconomic and regional divisions.

In order to better understand individuals’ concerns, the International
Republican Institute commissioned the Lebanon Public Opinion Survey 2018
(LPOS 2018) following consultations with the Lebanese Center for Policy
Studies. The survey—which
was completed in October 2018

has a pessimistic view on the direction _tsgeted 1,200 respondents,
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The sample was distributed
equally among genders with
600 males and 600 females
surveyed; is representative of
confessional distribution with
320 Sunnis, 310 Shia, 470
Christians, and 100 Druze
surveyed; and is representative
of geographical distribution
with 80 respondents from
Akkar, 70 from Baalbek-Hermel,
120 from Beirut, 80 from
Bekaa, 480 from Mount
Lebanon, 70 from Nabatiyeh,
170 from the North, and 130
from the South.

in which the country is heading was distributed equally between

genders, and is representative
of the confessional and regional distribution of Lebanese citizens.*

Pessimism Reigns

Despite reelecting established political parties to the parliament in 2018,
a majority of the Lebanese public has a pessimistic view on the direction in
which the country is heading. When asked whether they believe the country
is heading in the right or wrong direction, 95% of LPOS 2018 respondents
express the latter. However, this level of pessimism is not shared across all
groups, as 22% of upper-income respondents express optimism compared to
only 5% of low-income respondents.®

Figure 1
Reported optimism by income bracket
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Source International Republican Institute’s Lebanon Public Opinion Survey (2018).
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More than half of the Lebanese public report a worsening of the situation in
the country since parliamentary
elections were held in May 2018.
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More than half of the Lebanese public

Specifically, 77% of respondents IGpOI’t d worsening of the situation in
report a deterioration in Lebanon's the country since parliamentary

economy, 56% in citizens' personal
finances, 53% in the country’s
reputation abroad, 53% in overall quality of life, and 39% in internal security.
Forty percent see no change in the status quo and only 8% actually feel an
improvement.

Figure 2
Perceptions of improvement and deterioration
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Source International Republican Institute’s Lebanon Public Opinion Survey (2018).

A Wide Range of Concerns
This section examines the origins of pessimism and how these vary according
to individual characteristics. LPOS 2018 respondents were asked to rank the
three biggest problems facing Lebanon today, meaning issues they are most
concerned about. Overall, respondents identified thirty-four different issues
among their top three concerns. These concerns are grouped under five
categories: Economy, infrastructure, corruption, social issues, and security
issues and political conflict.b

The results show that 36% of respondents identify the economy as their
primary concern and 33% have a similar perception regarding issues related
to infrastructure. Moreover, 16% of respondents identify corruption as a
primary concern. Concerns regarding social problems are highlighted by 9%
of respondents as a primary concern followed by issues related to security
and political conflict at 7% (figure 3).

elections were held in May 2018

5

Income levels were derived
from the survey question
‘Please tell me which answer
best describes your current
economic situation” whereby
respondents had to choose
one of the following four
options: 1) I have trouble
feeding myself and my family
and buying even the most
essential things for survival;
2) I have enough means for
survival, but I do not have
enough money for extra
things; 3) I am able to afford
things like new clothes and
eating at restaurants but not
often; 4) I am able to afford
things like new clothes and
eating out and also support
other members of my family
who are not able to do these
things. Respondents were
classified as follows: low-
income income if they choose
the first option, lower-middle
income if they choose the
second, middle-income if they
choose the third, and upper-
income if they choose the
fourth.

6

The reported concerns were
then placed in one of the
following categories:
Economy: Employment, cost
of living, increase in prices,
wealth inequality, other/general,
small business loans, local
development, poverty, lack of
support to manufacturing
sector, garbage crisis
Infrastructure: Developing the
oil and gas sector, electricity,
other/general, water, public
transport

Corruption

Social: Education, social
services/benefits, healthcare,
housing

Security/Political: Armed
groups, crime/public safety,
domestic political conflict,
drugs, insecurity, international
political conflict, reforming
the judicial system, religious
conflict, spread of personal
weapons, Syrian crisis,
terrorism, food safety,
formation of government
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Figure 3
Distribution of reported concerns by category
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Source International Republican Institute’s Lebanon Public Opinion Survey (2018).

0f the thirty-four listed concerns, six are reported by more than 5% of
respondents (figure 4). Corruption is the most commonly cited issue among
respondents at 16%, followed by electricity at 15%, employment at 10%, cost
of living at 10%, water at 6%, and poverty at 5%.

Figure 4
List of individual concerns

18%
16%
14%

12%

10%
8%
6%
4%
2% I
0%

Corruption  Electricity Employment Cost of Living Water Poverty
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Concerns vary widely across regions. For example, the cost of living is the
primary individual concern among respondents in Baalbek-Hermel and
Nabatiyeh, while in Akkar and Bekaa, employment and corruption are the most
reported, respectively. Electricity is the primary concern among respondents
in Beirut, Mount Lebanon, and the North, while respondents in the South are
most concerned about the general state of infrastructure.

Economic concerns are most noteworthy in Baalbek-Hermel (59%), Akkar
(52%), and Bekaa (52%), while infrastructure is the main concern of respondents
in Nabatiyeh (37%), the South (36%), Beirut (36%), Mount Lebanon (36%),
and the North (35%). Reported .. . .
concerns regarding corruption  *** the cost of living is the primary
seem to be most salient in individual concern among respondents
Bekaa (26%) and the North in Baalbek-Hermel and Nabatiyeh
(22%), while social concerns are
reported most in Nabatiyeh (11%), the North (10%), and Beirut (10%). Security
and political concerns are the least reported on average. Table 1 details the
distribution of concerns expressed by respondents from all governorates.
Annex 1 lists all concerns across governorates.

Table 1
Concerns by governorate

Baalbek- Mount

Akkar Hermel Bekaa Nabatiyeh  Beirut Lebanon North South
Economy 52% 59% 52% 36% 33% 33% 27% 30%
Employment 18% 12% 14% 11% 10% 8% 12% 8%
Cost of Living 14% 22% 17% 13% 11% 7% 5% 14%
Other/General 9% 14% 11% 4% 10% 11% 5% 3%
Poverty 9% 10% 7% 6% 2% 5% 4% 5%
Infrastructure 31% 17% 12% 37% 36% 36% 35% 36%
Electricity 18% 7% 4% 11% 13% 17% 24% 6%
Other/General 5% 8% 3% 11% 5% 6% 2% 25%
Water 3% 1% 4% 2% 10% 9% 6% 2%
Corruption 9% 17% 26% 8% 8% 17% 22% 16%
Social 5% 4% 4% 11% 10% 9% 10% 8%
Education 2% 0% 13% 5% 2% 5% 2% 4%
Housing 0% 0% 0% 4% 5% 2% 7% 2%
Security/Political 3% 3% 7% 9% 12% 6% 6% 9%
Insecurity 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 3% 4%
Domestic Political 1% 0% 3% 0% 4% 1% 0% 0%

Conflict

Source International Republican Institute’s Lebanon Public Opinion Survey (2018).



7

Mahdi, D. and D. Garrote
Sanchez. 2019. 'Understanding
Public Perceptions of
Corruption in Lebanon.'
Lebanese Center for Policy
Studies.

8

World Bank. World
Development Indicators
Database. https://databank.
worldbank.org/data/source/w
orld-development-indicators

6 LCPS Policy Brief

While the next section examines the determinants of the four major concerns
—economic, infrastructure, social, and security/political—corruption is examined
in a separate policy brief that is based on the same survey.’

Citizens Are Most Worried About the State of the Economy
Lebanon has faced major economic challenges over the past eight years, which
have been fueled by domestic political uncertainty, corruption, and geopolitical
tension and conflict. The country’s real GDP growth rate plummeted from a
high of 8% in 2011 to an average of 1% to 2% since—totaling half of the
average growth in the post-civil war period through 2014.% With an estimated

155%° debt-to-GDP ratio,

... economic concerns are more salient anda chronic fiscal deficit of
among youth and people in their thirties 8.3% in 2018, the economy's
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Respondents in Akkar, Baalbek-Hermel,

‘unsustainable path™® could
be leading the country into crisis. Lebanese citizens’ perceptions of the
worsening situation are reflected in the results of the survey, with 36% of
respondents expressing concern over the economy.

Younger Age Groups Hold the Biggest Economic Concerns

Based on regression analysis of data collected in the LPOS 2018, economic
concerns are more salient among youth and people in their thirties (annex 2).
According to former Labor Minister Mohammad Kabbara, the unemployment
rate in the country is 25% overall and 37% for those under the age of 25. He
also stated that the country generates approximately 30,000 to 35,000
graduates annually, from which only 5,000 are offered jobs.'! The salaries
offered to young employees are also low according to a 2015 UNDP report,*?
indicating low returns on
education. The report details

and Bekaa express more concern about how median youth employed
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National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.
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the economy than other areas in the informal sector earn

$467 per month compared to
$600 per month for those with a primary education, and $633 and $733 for
those with secondary and tertiary education respectively.

Economic Concerns Are Significantly Higher in Less Developed
Governorates

Not all governorates report economic concerns equally. Respondents in Akkar,
Baalbek-Hermel, and Bekaa express more concern about the economy than
other areas. These regions have the highest levels of poverty and are among
the least developed governorates in the country. There is a negative relation-
ship between level of development®—using night-time light activity as a proxy
for economic development—and the percentage of citizens reporting economic
issues as a major concern. For instance, respondents from Baalbek-Hermel
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and Akkar—regions which have the lowest levels of development—report
the highest level of economic concern.

Figure 5
Geographical level of economic concerns and level of economic development
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Source International Republican Institute’s Lebanon Public Opinion Survey (2018), and National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (2017).

Being a Member of a Political Party Seems to Ease Economic Burdens

Political party members express fewer concerns over economic issues. This 14
Cammett, M. 2014.

could be attributed to members having a greater number of opportunities to Compassionate Communalism:
access employment using clientelistic practices inherent in Lebanon’s political Welfare and Sectarianism in

. .. .. Lebanon. Cornell University
structure. Most major political parties in Lebanon are themselves employers Press.

and providers of social services. e e
Figure 6 shows that, compared to *++ COTMPared to individuals who are

individuals who are not part of 1Ot part of political parties, party

political parties, party members members are less concerned about the
are less concerned about the economy ...

economy, more specifically

employment opportunities, the cost of living, and the general state of the

economy. However, they are equally concerned about poverty as non-party

members.
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Figure 6
Economic concerns of political party members and non-party members
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Source International Republican Institute’s Lebanon Public Opinion Survey (2018).

Note 95% confidence intervals are included in order to assess whether differences are statistically
significant or not.

15 General Concerns Are Common over Infrastructure

Garrote Sanchez, D. 2018. - . . . .
Combating Corruption, a Low public investment, low spending efficiency, conflicts, and the demand for

Necessary Step Toward service delivery by more than 1 million Syrian refugees in the country have
Improving Infrastructure, . . . .

Lebanese Center for Policy taken a marked toll on national infrastructure, which, even prior to the refugee
Studies. crisis suffered from deterioration. Lebanon’s quality of infrastructure is
http://www.lcps-lebanon.org .
/publication.php?id=319 ranked among the worst globally’>—the World Economic Forum'’s Global

. competitiveness report ranked
Concerns over the crippled state of country 130 out of 137

national infrastructure are prominent in ;; guality of infrastructure
the survey results, with one-third of in 2017. Concerns over the

respondents reporting it as a top concern crippled state of national

infrastructure are prominent

‘}\gﬂd Economic Forum. 2017. in the survey results, with one-third of respondents reporting it as a top concern.
‘The Global Competitiveness

Report 2017-2018!

http://www3.weforum.org/doc The Salience of Infrastructure as a Main Concern Does Not Seem
s/6CR2017-2018/05FullReport/ To Be Particular to a Specific Group

TheGlobalCompetitivenessRep o . S o
0rt2017%E2%80%932018.pdf Significant geographic variation is not observed, as similar levels of concern

regarding infrastructure are reported across regions. The only exception to
this finding centers on Baalbek-Hermel and Bekaa, where economic concerns
are more salient.

While these results stand in relative terms, through an absolute measure,
a variation in reporting of infrastructure concerns does exist at a geographical
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level. The results of an LCPS survey on public attitudes toward the oil and

17 . . . 17
gas sector' demonstrate that people in areas with poorer infrastructure usually Garrote Sanchez, D. et al.
report higher levels of concern. For instance, respondents in the south prioritize 2019. ‘What Do People Want

. . . . . from Lebanon'’s Oil and Gas?
the allocation of the oil and gas revenues toward infrastructure in their area Lebanese Center for Policy
of residence, a finding which corresponds with the reported poor quality of Studies (Forthcoming).
infrastructure in the governorate.? 18

Ihid.

Social Concerns
The social welfare system in Lebanon is largely based on the activity of non-

19
state actors, as prominent political parties are often the main providers of basic Cammett, M., and S. Issar.

. e . e 2010. ‘BRICKS AND MORTAR
social services.' These parties fill the gaps created by state inefficiencies, CLIENTELISM: Sectarianism
with each party primarily serving its constituents. The quality of education and the Logics of Welfare

party p . y . g o . d y . Allocation in Lebanon. World
and health sectors in Lebanon is positive—ranking 72 out of 137 countries politics 62: 381-421.
in health and primary education according to the World Economic Forum's -
Global Competitiveness Index of 2017-2018.2° Yet, housing costs and the World Economic Forum. 2017.
recent decision to halt subsidized housing loans have placed significant gi‘:oftlozbgll7(3_21(‘)?:,““"‘*“955
pressure on permanent accommodation seekers. The survey results show that http://www3.weforum.org/do

cs/GCR2017-2018/05FullRepor

social problems are mildly felt in the country, as only 8% of respondents express £ /TheGlobalCompetitivenessRe

concerns about social benefits, education, healthcare, and housing. port2017%E2%80%932018. pdf

Relative to other issues, those with better political networks, members of 21

. . . . The prevalence of cross-

- 21
political parties, and/or those with strong cross-sectarian networks? express sectarian networks were
greater concern over social problems. While these findings stand in relative measured by the degree to
. . . which respondents interact

terms, other studies on welfare systems in Lebanon show that political and with individuals from
sectarian networks and the welfare agencies associated with them are more different confessions.
sought after providers of social services than the state.?? 22

Cammett, M. 2015. ‘Sectarianism
and the Ambiguities of Welfare

Security and Political Concerns in Lebanon! Current
. . . . Anthropology 56: 76-87.
Lebanon has long been characterized by uncertainty. Political power is largely

wielded among confessional .
o The survey results show that social
groups, resulting in unconven-

tional power-sharing mecha- PYODlems are mildly felt in the country,
nisms. Accordingly, Lebanon has  as only 8% of respondents express
faced a range of security threats concerns about social benefits,

and periods of political dead- aqucation, healthcare, and housing
lock. According to Lebanon Sup-

port’s Geo-Located Mapping of Conflicts, the country has witnessed 3,227
episodes of conflict in 2018 including air space violations, shootings, raids, 23

and arrests.?® Despite this, security and political concerns are not strongly %?i?ggf;ﬂf&ffgli'f

reflected in the survey results, with only about 7% of respondents expressing conflicts in Lebanon.'
https://civilsociety-centre.or

concerns related to these threats. g/cap/map
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most security and political concerns
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Shia Are Least Concerned about Political/Security Concerns while
Southern Governorates are the Most Concerned
Across confessions, Shia convey fewer concerns about security and political
threats relative to other issues. While this is partially the result of many Shia
expressing higher levels of concern regarding the economy and infrastructure,
Hezbollah—a leading Shia political party—plays a crucial role as a paramil-
itary security provider. Under Lebanon'’s diffused security system, Hezbollah
has managed to retain operational autonomy and legitimacy? and according
to the literature, the party’s military power guarantees political ascendancy
for its constituency within the Lebanese system.?
From a geographic perspective, residents of the South and Nabatiyeh
governorates express the most security and political concerns. This finding is
consistent with the proximity
... residents of the South and of these governorates to Israel
and the conflicts which have
affected these regions during
past military engagements.
Moreover, according to Lebanon Support’s Geo-Located Mapping of Conflicts,
some 900 different incidents of border conflicts with Israel were recorded in
the South and Nabatiyeh in 2018.%

Conclusion

Economic, infrastructure, social, and security concerns are apparent among
citizens across Lebanon. This policy brief demonstrates that the vast majority
of the Lebanese public is pessimistic regarding the future of the country and
that the same majority perceive a general deterioration in the country since
the 2018 elections.

An analysis of respondents’ concerns highlights an element of heterogeneity
in reporting these concerns depending on region of residence, personal
characteristics, and political and sectarian networks. The concerns that
emerge across individuals and regions, and that are associated with a broad
spectrum of issues can be used to formulate policies that address citizen's
concerns.

The survey results also show that 64% of respondents do not think that
political parties listen to their supporters when shaping their platforms, and
73% think the same for non-supporters. With a new government in place, the
country's new cabinet and political parties represented in it should utilize
inclusive and participatory policy-making processes that aim to address
challenges that citizens face.
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Annex 1
Regional distribution of concerns
Baalbek- Mount

Akkar Hermel Bekaa Nabatiyeh Beirut Lebanon  North South Total
Economy 52.1% 59.1% 51.9% 35.7% 33.3% 32.7% 27.1% 30.1% 36.0%
Economy- 17.9% 11.9% 13.8% 11.2% 9.6% 8.5% 12.1% 8.3% 10.4%
Employment
Economy-Cost 14.4% 21.7% 17.3% 12.6% 10.8% 6.7% 4.5% 13.6% 10.0%
of Living
Economy- 8.5% 13.8% 11.3% 4.3% 9.9% 11.2% 4.7% 2.7% 8.8%
Other/General
Poverty 8.5% 10.5% 7.1% 6.0% 2.2% 4.7% 3.5% 4.9% 5.1%

Economy-Wealth 0.0% 0.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.3% 0.0% 0.2%
Inequality

Economy-Lack of 0.0% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.4% 0.0% 0.08%
Support to Manu-

facturing Sector

Economy-Small 2.7% 0.0% 0.2% 1.7% 0.0% 0.8% 1.2% 0.3% 0.8%
Business Loans

Economy-Increase 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 0.0% 0.6% 0.35% 0.3% 0.0% 0.3%
in Prices

Local Development  0.0% 1.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0.1% 0.4% 0.1% 0.4% 0.3%

Infrastructure 31.0% 16.7% 11.9% 36.7% 36.3% 35.5% 34.8% 36.4% 32.7%
Electricity 17.5% 6.7% 3.8% 11.2% 13.1% 17.0% 24.3% 6.0% 14.7%
Other/General 5.4% 7.9% 2.5% 11.4% 4.6% 6.5% 1.7% 25.3% 7.7%
Water 2.5% 1.2% 3.8% 1.9% 10.4% 9.2% 6.2% 1.8% 6.4%
Garbage Crisis 3.3% 1.0% 1.9% 12.1% 7.5% 2.6% 0.8% 3.3% 3.4%

Developing the Oil  0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.3% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%
and Gas Sector
Public Transport 2.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4% 0.2% 1.8% 0.0% 0.5%

Corruption 8.5% 17.4% 25.8% 7.9% 7.9% 17.0% 21.6% 15.6% 16.1%
Social 5.4% 4.3% 3.8% 11.0% 10.1% 8.6% 10.4% 8.5% 8.4%
Education 2.3% 0.0% 0.8% 5.2% 2.1% 4.8% 2.0% 4.4% 3.4%
Housing 0.4% 0.2% 0.4% 4.1% 4.9% 1.8% 7.4% 2.3% 2.8%
Healthcare 0.6% 2.1% 0.4% 1.0% 2.5% 1.2% 0.4% 1.5% 1.2%

Social Services/ 2.1% 1.9% 2.1% 0.7% 0.7% 0.9% 0.7% 0.3% 1.0%
Benefits

Security/Political 2.9% 2.6% 6.7% 8.8% 12.4% 6.1% 6.2% 9.4% 6.9%
Insecurity 0.8% 1.2% 0.2% 1.4% 1.0% 1.2% 2.7% 3.7% 1.6%
Domestic Political  0.6% 0.0% 3.1% 0.0% 4.0% 1.9% 0.4% 0.0% 1.2%
Conflict

Crime/Public Safety 0.2% 0.7% 0.4% 2.1% 0.1% 0.3% 1.7% 1.3% 0.7%
Spread of Personal  0.0% 0.7% 0.6% 1.2% 0.7% 0.4% 0.4% 1.3% 0.7%
Weapons

Terrorism 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.9% 0.0% 0.4% 0.5% 2.1% 0.6%
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Baalbek- Mount

Akkar Hermel Bekaa Nabatiyeh Beirut Lebanon  North South Total
Syrian Crisis 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 2.1% 0.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.5%
Armed Groups 0.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.7% 0.1% 0.2% 0.6% 1.0% 0.4%
Drugs 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 0.4% 0.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4%
Religious Conflict 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 0.0% 1.4% 0.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4%
Formation of 0.6% 0.0% 0.6% 0.0% 1.0% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.3%
Government
International 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.3% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2%
Political Conflict
Food Safety 0.0% 0.0% 0.6% 0.5% 0.3% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2%
Reforming the 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.00% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Judicial System




Growing Pessimism and Concern over the State of Lebanon's Economy

Annex 2
Regression of clustered concerns using a generalized linear model

Variables Economic Infrastructure  Security Social
Female 0.0574 0.0344 -0.154 -0.639***
-0.0975 -0.102 -0.217 -0.226
Youth 0.529*** -0.313** -1.270%** 0.0139
-0.151 -0.149 -0.333 -0.383
Thirties 0.291** -0.0557 -0.942%** 0.393
-0.143 -0.136 -0.305 -0.346
Fourties 0.0989 -0.0173 -0.383 -0.028
-0.139 -0.126 -0.287 -0.345
Fifties 0.0665 -0.0579 -0.501* 0.579**
-0.139 -0.129 -0.269 -0.293
Years of Education 0.0653 -0.0306 0.0536 -0.0725
-0.0417 -0.0475 -0.103 -0.106
Years of Education -0.00397* -0.000212 0.000748 0.00315
Squared -0.00205 -0.0025 -0.00513 -0.00517
Economic 0.0555 -0.00573 -0.144 -0.0504
Situation -0.0603 -0.0617 -0.13 -0.155
Self-Employed 0.117 -0.343** 0.433 0.504
-0.157 -0.147 -0.359 -0.427
Wage-Employed 0.0518 -0.239 0.13 0.49
-0.155 -0.148 -0.388 -0.418
Homemaker 0.011 -0.196 0.4 1.232**
-0.174 -0.164 -0.391 -0.506
Student 0.345 -0.373 0.554 0.633
-0.228 -0.303 -0.67 -0.595
Christian 0.508*** -0.0562 -0.302 -0.745%**
-0.137 -0.143 -0.263 -0.251
Shia 0.485*** 0.403** -1.418%** -1.517***
-0.139 -0.176 -0.298 -0.269
Druze -0.144 -0.0471 -0.0841 -0.583
-0.218 -0.203 -0.452 -0.383
Akkar 0.823*** -0.309 -0.81 -0.819
-0.222 -0.217 -0.515 -0.5
Baalbek-Hermel — 0.746*** -1.417%** -0.475 0.259
-0.207 -0.272 -0.498 -0.434
Bekaa 0.858*** -1.934%** 0.18 -0.815
-0.191 -0.395 -0.409 -0.588
Mount Lebanon -0.0351 0.035 -0.763** -0.079
-0.171 -0.177 -0.345 -0.342
South -0.0979 -0.609*** 1.058*** 0.194
-0.219 -0.22 -0.386 -0.37
North -0.0051 -0.0116 -0.517 -0.144

-0.202 -0.176 -0.376 -0.329
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Variables Economic Infrastructure  Security Social
Nabatiyeh -0.0994 -0.343 0.883* 1.169***
-0.265 -0.244 -0.468 -0.438
Political Networks -2.87E-05 0.0594 -0.0885 0.333%**
-0.0466 -0.049 -0.115 -0.11
Member of -0.237* -0.118 0.16 0.532***
Political Party -0.122 -0.11 -0.221 -0.203
Cross-Sectarian 0.0872** -0.124%** 0.0761 0.254%**
Networks -0.0415 -0.0425 -0.087 -0.0923
Sectarian Identity 0.0871** -0.0595 -0.076 0.117
-0.0438 -0.0464 -0.0977 -0.0992
Constant -2.772%** -0.213 -2.554%** -5.146%**
-0.388 -0.352 -0.767 -0.855
Observations 943 943 943 943

*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1

LCPS

About the Policy Brief

A Policy Brief is a short
piece regularly published
by LCPS that analyzes key
political, economic, and
social issues and provides
policy recommendations
to a wide audience of
decision makers and the
public at large.

About LCPS

Founded in 1989, the
Lebanese Center for Policy
Studies is a Beirut-based
independent, non-partisan
think-tank whose mission
is to produce and advocate
policies that improve good
governance in fields such
as oil and gas, economic
development, public finance,
and decentralization.

Contact Information
Lebanese Center for
Policy Studies

Sadat Tower, Tenth floor
P.0.B 55-215, Leon Street,
Ras Beirut, Lebanon

T: + 961 1 799301

F: + 961 1 799302
info@lcps-lebanon.org
www.lcps-lebanon.org
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